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			‘How did you fight like this?’ the tech-priest muttered.

			Shiban ignored her. He was in considerable pain, but that was hardly unusual. It had not been unusual since leaving Prospero. He lay back on the medicae cot, watching his bodily fluids being pumped into cyclers and then back through the hard black nodes of his exposed carapace.

			‘How did you even walk? Blessed Omnissiah, this is… crude.’

			The tech-priest, who had not felt the need to introduce herself by name or rank since starting work on him, had commenced the examination amazed and had now worked herself up into something close to disgust.

			‘We were at war,’ said Shiban eventually, his voice a hoarse whisper. ‘Always moving.’

			The tech-priest looked up at him sharply. Her face, part-hidden under a gold-lined cowl, was lined and greyish. Her organic eyes were gone and iron plugs studded her hollow cheeks. ‘You had Martian adepts with you?’

			‘Of course. They worked with what they had.’

			The tech-priest tutted. ‘They must have been distraught.’

			Then she got to work on the Shackles. More attendants arrived, floating on grav-pads or limping on multi-angled legs. Needles went in, thick ones designed to pierce his tough skin. Saws whined up to speed, aimed by las-line before cutting down at the flesh.

			‘Do you wish for more pain relief?’ the tech-priest asked.

			Shiban shook his head.

			‘I can give you more. Unless you want the pain. Some of them do. The Imperial Fists, I discovered. They want the pain.’

			Shiban could feel a hot wave of agony all over him now, flaring up from the multiple incision sites and spreading throughout his body. The attendants were removing glistening tubes and levers, yanking them bloodily from his innards.

			Perhaps he was like a Fist, now. The pain felt good. He deserved it, after all.

			‘Not too much metal,’ he murmured, jaw clenched. 

			The tech-priest shook her head. ‘Your bones are splintered. You need bionics.’

			‘The minimum possible.’

			She glared at him. ‘You might have gone into a Dreadnought. You know this?’

			‘It is not something we believe in.’

			‘No bionics. No Dreadnoughts. This shoddy work. Stupid.’

			Shiban managed a strained smile. He could feel tugging at his muscles, the unpicking of old steel staples.

			‘No doubt,’ he said, only partly to her. ‘We got back, though.’

			‘A good thing too,’ said the tech-priest, fussily. ‘Another year of this filth in your body and you’d be on the morgue-slab, Legiones Astartes physiology or no.’

			Shiban winced. Another blade went in, deeper now, burrowing after all those splines and slivers that had been lodged there for years. One by one the makeshift augmetics came out, pulled by callipers and dropped tinnily into stainless steel trays.

			‘We did what we could,’ he said.

			The tech-priest paused, her silver hands bloody. ‘Not a time for excuses,’ she chided. ‘It will all be over, with excuses. Even with your Legion back. All must be optimal, now. Every hour, every second. Until he gets here.’

			Until he gets here. That was how time was measured now.

			‘Pain relief?’ she offered again, cranking up a fine-toothed saw that looked like a miniature eviscerator.

			Shiban let his head fall back.

			‘No,’ he said. ‘I need to feel it. Cut away.’

			

		
			Click here to buy Restorer.

		

	
		
			 

			A Black Library Publication

			Published in 2017 by Black Library, Games Workshop Ltd, 
Willow Road, Nottingham, NG7 2WS, UK.

			Produced by Games Workshop in Nottingham.

			Restorer © Copyright Games Workshop Limited 2017. Restorer, GW, Games Workshop, Black Library, The Horus Heresy, The Horus Heresy Eye logo, Space Marine, 40K, Warhammer, Warhammer 40,000, the ‘Aquila’ Double-headed Eagle logo, and all associated logos, illustrations, images, names, creatures, races, vehicles, locations, weapons, characters, and the distinctive likenesses thereof, are either ® or TM, and/or © Games Workshop Limited, variably registered around the world.
All Rights Reserved.

			A CIP record for this book is available from the British Library.

			ISBN: 978-1-78572-817-4

			This is a work of fiction. All the characters and events portrayed in this book are fictional, and any resemblance to real people or incidents is purely coincidental.

			See Black Library on the internet at
blacklibrary.com

			Find out more about Games Workshop’s world of Warhammer and the Warhammer 40,000 universe at
games-workshop.com

		

	
		
			eBook license

			This license is made between:

			Games Workshop Limited t/a Black Library, Willow Road, Lenton, Nottingham, NG7 2WS, United Kingdom (“Black Library”); and

			(2) the purchaser of an e-book product from Black Library website (“You/you/Your/your”)

			(jointly, “the parties”)

			These are the terms and conditions that apply when you purchase an e-book (“e-book”) from Black Library. The parties agree that in consideration of the fee paid by you, Black Library grants you a license to use the e-book on the following terms:

			* 1. Black Library grants to you a personal, non-exclusive, non-transferable, royalty-free license to use the e-book in the following ways:

			o 1.1 to store the e-book on any number of electronic devices and/or storage media (including, by way of example only, personal computers, e-book readers, mobile phones, portable hard drives, USB flash drives, CDs or DVDs) which are personally owned by you;

			o 1.2 to access the e-book using an appropriate electronic device and/or through any appropriate storage media; and

			* 2. For the avoidance of doubt, you are ONLY licensed to use the e-book as described in paragraph 1 above. You may NOT use or store the e-book in any other way. If you do, Black Library shall be entitled to terminate this license.

			* 3. Further to the general restriction at paragraph 2, Black Library shall be entitled to terminate this license in the event that you use or store the e-book (or any part of it) in any way not expressly licensed. This includes (but is by no means limited to) the following circumstances:

			o 3.1 you provide the e-book to any company, individual or other legal person who does not possess a license to use or store it;

			o 3.2 you make the e-book available on bit-torrent sites, or are otherwise complicit in ‘seeding’ or sharing the e-book with any company, individual or other legal person who does not possess a license to use or store it;

			o 3.3 you print and distribute hard copies of the e-book to any company, individual or other legal person who does not possess a license to use or store it;

			o 3.4 you attempt to reverse engineer, bypass, alter, amend, remove or otherwise make any change to any copy protection technology which may be applied to the e-book. 

			* 4. By purchasing an e-book, you agree for the purposes of the Consumer Protection (Distance Selling) Regulations 2000 that Black Library may commence the service (of provision of the e-book to you) prior to your ordinary cancellation period coming to an end, and that by purchasing an e-book, your cancellation rights shall end immediately upon receipt of the e-book.

			* 5. You acknowledge that all copyright, trademark and other intellectual property rights in the e-book are, shall remain, the sole property of Black Library.

			* 6. On termination of this license, howsoever effected, you shall immediately and permanently delete all copies of the e-book from your computers and storage media, and shall destroy all hard copies of the e-book which you have derived from the e-book.

			* 7. Black Library shall be entitled to amend these terms and conditions from time to time by written notice to you.

			* 8. These terms and conditions shall be governed by English law, and shall be subject only to the jurisdiction of the Courts in England and Wales.

			* 9. If any part of this license is illegal, or becomes illegal as a result of any change in the law, then that part shall be deleted, and replaced with wording that is as close to the original meaning as possible without being illegal.

			* 10. Any failure by Black Library to exercise its rights under this license for whatever reason shall not be in any way deemed to be a waiver of its rights, and in particular, Black Library reserves the right at all times to terminate this license in the event that you breach clause 2 or clause 3.

		

	OEBPS/Images/cover00010.jpeg
RESTORER

Chris Wraight






